
aw ACSD 
Addison Central School District 

  

  

49 Charles Avenue Middlebury, VT 05753 P. 802-382-1274 F.802-388-0024 Business Office 802-382-1274 Student Services 802-382-1287 

December 11, 2024 

Marina Brown 

catskillmarina@gmail.com 

Dear Marina, 

Your public records request, received on 12/9/24, to view all documents pertaining to 

book challenges between 8/26/24 and the present has been compiled and is enclosed. 

All student names have been redacted to comply with FERPA. 

Please let us know if there is anything else you need. 

Sincerely, 

Late CL eb 
Wendy K. Baker, Ed.D 

ACSD Superintendent



    

    

   

  

     

We are ceceipt of your request as of this morning. We have until end of « 
. that. tikelitie. The materials will be xeady far pick up in our office 

    

qt wibh you shortly. 
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From: Paige Quesnel <quesnelpaige@yahoo.com> 

Sent: 12/9/2024 6:31:07 AM 

To: "Baker, Wendy” <wbaker@acsdvt.org> 

Cc: oO 

Subject: Re: Fw: Reconsideration Request Follow Up 

Attachments: IMG_0510. jpeg 
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e Oo : 
Re: Elias eo vy 

* Gould, Frances 144 am oe: 

tome + | . 

Hi Stacee, 

So fat we've read Bodies are Cool and They She He Me in | 
Bodies are Cooi (on the page | showed you) there is an 

illustration of two nude babies. The kids named the body parts 
(essentially two little triangles). We talked about how naked 
rants Resicr cadre tg aramid inahmel te 
family are in charge of your clot 
with who ) 
  

Here is the list of books Ill use for the next few weeks. There 
are more books centering on diversity throughout the rest of 
the year but these are the ones upcoming.            
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Thank you for respecthilly asking. fm really happy to 
collaborate with you. 

PS. Our school library and the tlisiey have copies of Bodies are 
ee 

8 > Reply a7 : 
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Gn Friday, December 6, 2024, 6:53 PM; Baker, Wendy <whaker@sosivt .skg> wrotet 

EL Paige, 

> 

J ean assure you there is no. longer a weed. to neAd the books aleud in class ~ the tnit is 
Over. 

r look forward to meerine you before tow long, and lesking inte the matter in the meantime. 

Please let me know if you hawe any additional questiows, 

Wendy 

  

Oh Tht, Ded 5, 2024 at 2:84PM Paige Quesnel <que: ome wrote: 
Good afterncaon, 

Reaching out as I understand that thexe is mothing that T can de bo ensure that. teacher is not. 
veading these books to my daughler? 

I’ HoBinYy I ait understanding incorvectiy as this is my child and feels like this is against my 
parental rights. 

  

Il was dmtermed by Enis particular teacher she will be ‘Leaching this all year. 

if this is the case I would like to take action immediately em switching my daughter te a 

different teacher as LHose ate my parental rights. 

Thank you. 

  

Gn Thursday, December 5, 2024, 1:23 EM, Baker, Wendy <wh: erg> wrote 

  

Good Afternoon, Paige < 

THe precedures cutlined in Policy D223 outbhine the process. of an, appeal at the 

Superintendent's. Level ag followa:. 

Your email lets me know that you would like to appeal the decision of the committee, and your request is within the 30 day 

timeframe. 

| will begin by reviewing the materials themselves, the committee's explanation behind their recommendations, and 

relevant policy materials. A hearing with you will take place after I've had the opportunity to review all of the 
communication and materials related to this matter. | have copied Darcie Arensmeyer, Executive Assistant to the 
Superintendent's Office, so that she can begin the process of scheduling an appeal hearing to take place either the week 

prior to holiday break or right after we return. 

Although student access to challenged instructional materials is not limited during the appeal process, | understand the 

unit of which they were a part has come to a close. 

Let us know if you have any other questions. | look forward to meeting you as soon as we can find time after I've had a 
chance to review the materials in the case so far. 

-Wendy 

On Thu, Dec 5, 2024 at 11:52AM Paige Quesnel <guesnelpaige@yahoo.com> wrote: 

I would like this appealed and I would like to ensure that my daughter will not be 

exposed to these books. What are the steps I need to take? , . 

Thank you 

Sent from Yahoo Vail for iPhone 

24, 11:50 AM, Kravitz, Jen <jkravitz@acsdvt.org> wrote: 

  

ACSD procedure



Jén RFAvite (she/her) 
Principat. 

Mary Hogan School 

802.382.1414 
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TO: Dr. Wendy Baker, Superintendent 

FROM: Jen Kravitz, Principal on behalf of Reconsideration Committee (listed below) 

RE: Instructional Materials Review - Committee Recommendation 

DATE: December 5, 2024 

CC: Frances Gould, Kindergarten Teacher 

Request for Reconsideration 

On 11/6/24, | received a Rec from Parent 1 

following our ACSD procedure. On 112/24, | received a Request for Hocinaisternticn of 

  

  

Instructional Materials from Parent 2 following our ACSD procedure. Both requests referenced 7 

books: 

e he Free to Be! - Maya and Matthew 

e Bodies Are Cool - Tyler Feder 

e /t Feels Good to Be Yourself- Theresa Thorn 

e Julidn Is a Mermaid - Jessica Love 

e Introducing Teddy - Jessica Walton 

e Sparkle Boy - Leslea Newman 

e Fred Gets Dressed - Peter Brown 

Parent 1’s complaint spoke generally to these books being inappropriate to be taught in 

kindergarten. The parent’s rationale included: 

e The students are too young to understand these complex issues. They may be confused 

or be emotionally impacted. 

e This should be taught at home. 

@ It goes against her values and beliefs 

e It highlights differences and people who are transgender don’t want to stand out. 

Parent 2’s complaint initially stated that the child was too young for the books. The parent later 

clarified concerns about specific books including: , 

e They He She Me: Free to Be! - The book does not align with the family’s religious beliefs 

and causes the child to be confused. The book addresses topics that parents should 

address at home. 

e Bodies Are Cool - The book includes 2 babies that do not have clothes on. 

e it Feels Good to Be Yourself - The book does not align with the family’s religious beliefs. 

e Julidn Is a Mermaid - The book shows “doing this stuff” is different when it is just normal 

imagination and that it is okay to follow in other people’s shoes: 

e introducing Teddy - The book does not align with the family’s religious beliefs. 

e Sparkle Boy - The book shows children if they have an imagination they will be bullied. 

e Fred Gets Dressed - This book is confusing to 5 year olds. 

   



  

Committee re Ue 
e, | built committee te review these and assembled context 

information bataw Hor the committee to review. Committee members. include: 

1... Principal: 

o Jen Kravitz, Mary Hogan Principal 

2. Teacher: 

© Elizabeth Thacker, 2nd Grade Teacher & parent of 2 Mary Hogan students 

(kindergarten and 3rd grade) 

3. Curriculurs Leader or other educator: 

° Heather Gene - ACSD Literacy Coordinator 

  

    

   
   

  

  

An tt inquiry inte ‘the eneture of the self; 

nd spiritual health; human relationships 

rights and responsibilities; what it means to 

@ 

  

© lLeanactively listen t to , another person as ra thay a shane their wethoughts ate! feelings 

® Line of Inquiry 3: 

© [can express beliefs and values about home, my neighborhood and/or 

community, , 

e Jcan | Tee EE differences and similarities among people. 

  

® lean manage my'feelings in social situations and express. how actions affect 

others. 

_ The teacher groups réad-alouds by author, concept, or other similar groupings. She reads the  



books to the students after recess and before quiet time. After reading, the teacher will ask if 

there are any questions. When there are questions, the teacher often answers with a probing 

question or “Why do you think that?” The books are read along with other books, such as /ts 

Okay to Be Different by Todd Parr. They He She Me: Free to be! by Maya and Matthew is not 

read in its entirety, but only te the page that has * we” as the pronouns. The pages that contain 

information about pronouns are not read, 

  

Background on Texts Reviewed by Committee 
e They He She Me: Free to. Be! - Maya and Matthew 

y idepool, platform used by Julie Altemose when purchasing library 

  

books 

e Bodies Are Cool - Tyler Feder 

  

books 

  

e 

Boole 

e 

e 

@ 

  
e Fred Gets Dressed - Peter Brawi 

© Reviews on Tidepool, platform used by Julie Altemose when purchasing library 

books 

 



  

Relevant ACSD Policies, Procedures, Documents Reviewed by Committee 

e ACSD Mission Statement 

ACSD Vision Statement 

ACSD Policy D23 - Sel t |: 

Procedure Related to and Supporting the ACSD Selection of Instructional Materials Policy 

ACSD Policy C29 - Equity Policy 
ACSD Strategic Plan 

  

    

Relevant District, State, National Standards/Guiding Documents Reviewed by 

Committee 
e Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) 

e 16VS.A. 8131 defines Comprehensive Health Education in Vermont 

e Education Quality Standards 

° 2087, Education Qual Standards Gia ing on 1P a 

  

(starting on 

  

ACSD. Kindergarten Who We Are unit description on Toddle 

Who We Are Unit Descriptor 

Research from other Organizations Reviewed by Committee 
e National Association for the Education of Young Children vA Various academic 

articles and books, including Understandi i 

in Preschool 
e Responsive Classroom - Yardsticks 

® Book reviews from sources used by our librarian to determine book relevance and 

   

appropriateness 

@ Guidance from the American Acade 

  

of Pediatrics on gender identity and development 

  

Recommendations by the Committee 

The committee reviewed the books individually, as determined by ACSD Policy p23" s associated 

   



procedure. We considered each book in the context of all of the resources listed above and 

beyond this list. As we made decisions, we also considered the developmental appropriateness 

of the book, positive reviews, and links to the curriculum. 

They He She Me: Free to Be! - Maya and Matthew 

The committee recommends that They He She Me: Free to Be! remain in use as an instructional 

material with kindergarten students. 

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards and early literacy 

development of sight words, the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit 

description, |B Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), as. 

well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom (Yardsticks) 

guidance. 

Bodies Are Cool - Tyler Feder 

The committee recommends that Bodies Are Coo/ remain in use as an instructional material with 

kindergarten students. 

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Education 

Quality Standards (2017, 2023), Health Education Curriculum Analysis Tool (HECAT), the ACSD 

Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit description, IB Program Standards and 

Practices, VELS, as well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom 

(Yardsticks) guidance. 

it Feels Good to Be Yourself - Theresa Thorn . 

The committee recommends that it Feels Good to Be Yourself remain in use as an instructional 

material with kindergarten students. 

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Education 

Quality Standards (2017, 2023), HECAT, the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We 

Are unit description, IB Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards 

(VELS)}, as well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom 

(Yardsticks) guidance. 

Julian Is a Mermaid - Jessica Love 

The committee recommends that Julidn Is a Mermaid remain in use as an instructional material 

with kindergarten students. - 

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Education | 

@ 

   



  

Quality Standards (2017, 2023), the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit 

description, IB Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), as 

well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom (Yardsticks) 

guidance, It has been recognized as a Red Clover Book and has been used as an all school 

read-aloud at Mary Hogan before, 

Introducing Teddy’- Jessica Walton 

The committee recommends that Introducing Teddy remain in use as an instructional material 

with kindergarten students. 

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Education 

Quality Standards (2017, 2023), the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit 

description, IB Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), as 

well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom (Yardsticks) 

guidance. 

Sparkle Boy ~ Lesléa Newman 

The committee recommends that Sparkle Boy remain inuse as an instructional material with 

kindergarten students. 

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Edtication 

Quality Standards (2017, 2023), the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit 

description, IB Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), as 
well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom (Yardsticks) 

guidance. This book has been nominated for and received literary awards. _ 

Fred Gets Dressed - Peter Brown 

The committee recommends that Fred Gets Dressed rerriain in Use as an instructional material 

with kindergarten students. 

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Ed ucation 

Quality Standards (2017, 2023), the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategie Plan, Vermont Early 

Learning Standards (VELS), as well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive 

Classroom (Yardsticks) guidance. . 

  

Conclusion 
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and hearing diverse perspectives is a central component of this Unit. Sharing read-alouds and 

holding conversations at morning meetings are central to expositig children to diverse 
perspective within their classroom and the broader community. The unit is linked to the IB 

file attrioutes of open-minded, knowledgeable, and communicators:         Learner Prot 

Allthe books that were used were reviewed by reputable sources such as CommonSense Media, 

Booklist, Horn Book, Kirkus Reviews, Publishers Weekly, and the School Library Journal. At teast 

three are award nominees or winners from prominent lists, including the Américan Library 

Association and Vermont Department of Libraries Red Clover lists. All are reviewed for age 

ranges that include 5 year olds in kindergarten. All were favorably reviewed and determined to. 

be quality literature for children. 

    

Given the ACSD poélicy and procedure, the Educational Quality Standards, Vermont Early Learning 

Standards, guidance from the American Academy of Pediatrics, NAEYC, and reviews of the books 
for age appropriateness and quality allowed us to make our recommendations. 

  

The committee recommends that all books can continue to be used as instructional material with 

kindergarten students. In alignment with the D23 Procedure and a teacher's knowledge of their 

students, the teacher may choose to use one or more of the books in their teaching. They may 
choose to read them within the Who We Are unit. They may also choose to read them throughout 

the year. 

The scope of the committee was specific to the use of the books as instructional materials in 

kindergarten. The recommendations should not be taken as limiting the books as instructional 
materials to kindergarten, as they may be appropriate to other grades. Teachers should use the 

D23 Policy and Procedure as well as their professional judgement to dalennin if the books are 

appropriate instructional materials for these other grades.. 

   

   



  

ommunication with Parents 

The following message will be sent to the parent who filed the Réequest' for Reconsideration of . 

Instructional Materials. « 4 
    

Dear 

  

in November, | received
 your Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials

. In th 

you shared your concems about-seven books read in your child's kindergarten class. 

at form, sas 

  

  
Regards, 

   
Principal, Mary Hogan Schoo! 

10 
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@ Heather Gebo + 8:55 AM Dec 2 EST 
Replace: “rernan with remains” 

© Heather Gebo -8564M Dec2 EST) GSD 

Accepted suggestion 

e Heather Gebo » 8:55AM Dec 2 (EST) 

Add: “s* 

Heather Gebo -8.56AV Oec2 (EST) GED 

Accepted suggestion 

Reply Open 

oe Heather Gebo -8:55A¥,Dec2 EST) GED 

Delete: “reman” 

Heather Gebo «857A 0ec2EST) GED 
Accepted suggestion 

Reply Open 

Googis LC. 1600 Ar phitheatre Parkway, Mountair View, Ce 94043, USA 

You nave raceived ‘his email because you are 9 oarticipert'n the updatec items or Suuscribed to notifications on Report to the Superintendent = 12/6/24. Google 

‘Change what Google sends you. You cannct replyio this errait. 

ot
 

 



  

st 

   

  

entacsdyt. Lge 

Sebjenks wud: Re i Conmlenes gqoeenien 

Seca erat ogreeniod. message “sesso 

   



  

ae
 

     



Request for Reconsideration of instructional Materials Form 

ACSD has delegated the responsibility for selection and evaluation of instructional resources to the 

classroom teacher and grade-level teaching team or department, and has established reconsideration 

procedures to address concerns about those resources. Completion of this form is the first step in 

reconsideration procedures. If you wish to request reconsideration of an instructional resource, please 

return the completed form to the School Principal. 

  

Today's date: {| 12 24 

, \o Q Quvesne| 

  

    

  

Name: 

Address: 

City: Niddlelury uate: VT - wneede e) 5 3 

Phone #: )9)- FUG u bo2 

Email: Quesne\Paro, oe Yolnad. caw)       
Resource on which you are commenting: 

__™_ Book ____ Magazine 

___ Textbook ____ Display 

____ Video Recording ____ Library Program 

____ Audio Recording ____ Newspaper 

Electronic information/network (please specify) 

_____ Other 

Title of Instructional Resource: | _ : v2 CH , 

sey HE SME Ne se 40 we’ “Bodies ove cool 
+ , \ 

eiorieaes "Sparkle \ooy", pred jets aressed"' Teddy 

What brought this resource to your attention? 

Ms. Froany emailed Mg 

To what extent have you examined, watched, or read the resource? 

M®\ Woots \ nae (ead 

What concerns you about the resource? (use other side or ae pages if necessary) 

Muy daughter Ss T° nouns | + 

Are there resource(s) you might suggest to provide additional information and/or other viewpoints on 

this topic? S\hhould Wot He in Sclaooal. 

  

suUselF! lian is Mermaid \cveducing



c
e
e
 ee

 

  

pe
 

Bega 

    

evaded. wescages 

  

    
Request for max 

  

Gl deration of TAsteu 
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< Request for Reconsideration o... 

Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Form 

ACSD has delegated the responsibility for selection and evaluation of instructional resources to the 
classroom teacher and grade-level teaching team or department, and has established 
reconsideration procedures to address concerns about those resources. Completion of this form is 
the first step in reconsideration procedures. If you wish to request reconsideration of an instructional 
resource, please return the completed form to the School Principal. 

  

Today's date: 11/06/2024 

Name: Kimberly Richards 

City: Middlebury State: VT Zip Code: 05753 

    

Phone #: 802-236-4086     Email: Kimberly_17_99@yahoo.com 
  

Resource on which you are commenting: 

X Book Magazine 

Textbook Display 

Video Recording Library Program 

Audio Recording Newspaper 

Electronic information/network (please specify) 

Other They He She Me: Free to be! by Maya and Matthew 
Bodies are Cool by Tyler Feder 

Title of Instructional Resource: It Feels Good to Be Yourself by Theresa Thorn 
Julian is A Mermaid by Jessica Love 
Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton 

Author/Producer: Sparkle Boy by Leslea Newman 

What brought this resource to your attention? Free (Gels Dicseee Oy Teter Erin 

This lesson is not appropriate for kindergarten age children 

To what extent have you examined, watched, or read the resource? 

I’ve read them and examined them all 

What concerns you about the resource? (use other side or additional pages if necessary) : 
-This is is not an age appropriate lesson and goes against our beliefs and values as a community as far as whe 
should be taught in kindergarten. It is a complex and difficult to grasp concept that is beyond this age group. It 
opens up conversations that we are not ready to have at home with our children. It disregards these children’s 
developmental stage and threatens their emotional and intellectual well being by trying to understand a conce} 
that is beyond what they are ready to learn. You are pointing out differences in these books and putting childre 
into groups with labels on them and saying look at them they are different so you must be empathetic and trea | 

them differently. Most of the people in the books are dark skinned and you are pointing out how different that i: ... 

———— —— — oe p_____s a



might suggest to provide additional information and/or other viewp     

  

Are there resourca(s) you 
this topic?    
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9 They He She Me: Fie tw bel -Migm and’ Matthew 

    

    

  

« Jaliaris.a Mexmmid’< fessica Love 

; fe ati 
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Woolly for about a month: 

     



    
rom: Keavibe, Jen «]oeevlte@ecedvt .omg> 

i SS€yshooacors: 

    

Dear Ms. Richards, 

  

o | ng” iw Jessica Walton 
« Spartle Boy- Leslea Newman 
« Fred Gels Dressed - Peter Brown 

They procedure states that these should be listed on-separate forms; however, since the books were:shared with you as a group by the classreom 
teacher as’a unit, ene formis sufficientto this end, 

The procedure asks for: ‘your signature on the request for, reconsideration form. Ido:net have that. Fer new;.| anvconsiderifig your narrie on the email 

i pleas form with: your signature, or come in and sign the version I printed. Ideally, 
this wou happen by’ 114 3/24, Thank you for your help with this detail: itis important that the full procedure is followed by'all. 

      

The next step inthe procedure is for the committee to review the materials, This. committee will make a decision with recommendations by 12/5/2024 
and be‘in touch with you by that date. 

Please let me know if you have. questions:regarding the procedure or policy. 

Regards. 

Jen Kravitz: 

 



< Request for Reconsideration o... 

Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Form 

ACSD has delegated the responsibility for selection and evaluation of instructional resources to the 
classroom teacher and grade-level teaching team or department, and has established 
reconsideration procedures to address concerns about those resources. Completion of this form is 
the first step in reconsideration procedures. If you wish to request reconsideration of an instructional 
resource, please return the completed form to the School Principal. 

  

Today's date: 11/06/2024 

Name: Kimberly Richards 

City: Middlebury State: VT Zip Code: 05753 

Phone #: 802-236-4086     Email: Kimberly_17_99@yahoo.com 
  

Resource on which you are commenting: 

X Book Magazine 

Textbook Display 

Video Recording Library Program 

Audio Recording Newspaper 

Electronic information/network (please specify) 

Other They He She Me: Free to be! by Maya and Matthew 
Bodies are Cool by Tyler Feder 

Title of Instructional Resource: It Feels Good to Be Yourself by Theresa Thorn 
Julian is A Mermaid by Jessica Love 
Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton 

Author/Producer: Sparkle Boy by Leslea Newman e 

What brought this resource to your attention? Fred Gets Dressed by Peter Brown 

This lesson is not appropriate for kindergarten age children 

_To what extent have you examined, watched, or read the resource? 
I've read them and examined them all 

What concerns you about the resource? (use other side or additional pages if necessary) 
‘This is is not an age appropriate lesson and goes against our beliefs and values as a community as far as whe 
should be taught in kindergarten. It is a complex and difficult to grasp concept that is beyond this age group. It 
opens up conversations that we are not ready to have at home with our children. It disregards these children’s 

developmental stage and threatens their emotional and intellectual well being by trying to understand a conce} 

that is beyond what they are ready to learn. You are pointing out differences in these books and putting childre | 

into groups with labels on them and saying look at them they are different so you must be empathetic and trea 

them elitemenits i Most of the people in the books are dark skinned and you are pointing out how differant that. io 
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< Request for Reconsideration o... 

Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Form 

ACSD has delegated the responsibility for selection and evaluation of instructional resources to the 
classroom teacher and grade-level teaching team or department, and has established 
reconsideration procedures to address concerns about those resources. Completion of this form is 
the first step in reconsideration procedures. If you wish to request reconsideration of an instructional 
resource, please return the completed form to the School Principal. 

  

Today's date: 11/06/2024 

Name: Kimberly Richards 

cre 
City: Middlebury State: VT Zip Code: 05753 

Phone #: 802-236-4086 

  

    Email: Kimberly_17_99@yahoo.com 
  

Resource on which you are commenting: 

X Book Magazine 

Textbook Display 

Video Recording Library Program 

Audio Recording Newspaper 

Electronic information/network (please specify) 

Other They He She Me: Free to be! by Maya and Matthew 
Bodies are Cool by Tyler Feder 

Title of Instructional Resource: lt Feels Good to Be Yourself by Theresa Thorn 
Julian is A Mermaid by Jessica Love 
Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton 

Author/Producer: Sparkle Boy by Leslea Newman 

What brought this resource to your attention? Fred tots Dressed by para Brown 

This lesson is not appropriate for kindergarten age children 

_To what extent have you examined, watched, or read the resource? 

l’ve read them and examined them all 

. What concerns you about the resource? (use other side or additional pages if necessary) 
‘This is is not an age appropriate lesson and goes against our beliefs and values as a community as far as whe 
should be taught in kindergarten. It is a complex and difficult to grasp concept that is beyond this age group. It 
opens up conversations that we are not ready to have at home with our children. It disregards these children’s 
developmental stage and threatens their emotional and intellectual well being by trying to understand a concey_. 
that is beyond what they are ready to learn. You are pointing out differences in these books and putting childre  ~ 

into groups with labels on them and saying look at them they are different so you must be empathetic andtrea * 

them differently. Most of the people in the books are dark skinned and you are pointing out how different that i:.. i 
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Are there resource(s) you might suggest to pi 

Please s see additional emails sent to and from Frances Gould, and Jen Kravitz for further 
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i , on Tiuieday, denebes 31, 29. 3266 Bl, ‘ Tei ivk.oee> wrote?      
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Kimber y vichards <kimberly_1°7_99@yahoo . com> 

O24 S:48257 AM 

‘efeould@uesive.cre>, “Jen Reavite" <jkraviteGacsuvi.org>, "Wendy Baker" <whakerlacedvt.ong>     
Great, CC whoever you would like, and | will do the same here. This is really too bad because | know that my daughter loves school and loves learning. It is never a goal in this household to opt out of any 
sort of valuable education but unfortunately you have forced a lesson upon these children that is crossing a boundary and coinciding with our personal beliefs and values as a family and as a community. 
You have made no other accommodations for my child when asked so you are refusing her an education at this point. These are not topics that we teach to five- and six-year-old children. | know at least for 
my daughter, that this is beyond what she can comprehend at this time. Your choice of what to teach my daughter and how you went about it in such a conniving way without my permission is extremely 
conceming to me. | have lost trust in you as an educator, and I've lost trust in the school system for allowing this content to be part of kindergarten education. While | appreciate the school's values of 
supporting diversity, respect, inclusivity, and empathy, | feel that by bringing in such an intricate topic at such a young age, you have totally disregarded these children's developmental stage, which could 
impact their emotional well-being by presenting these ideas that they are not prepared to fully understand. You are completely bias in this situation to assume that every child and parent would feel at ease 
and prepared to talk about gender identity at such an early age. If your lesson plans continue to expose my daughter to inappropriate, unnecessary, bias, or controversial content, then | want to opt my 
daughter out of being in your classroom altogether because you do not have my daughter's best interest in mind here. In fact, | would like a copy of all the literature you will be using ahead of time so | can 
read it and decide if it is appropriate for my child. 

You are teaching a lesson this week called who we are. One of the main points you are trying to prove in your lesson is that everyone should be included, right? But my daughter has not been in school all 
week because you have chosen to teach a lesson that goes against what we stand for. Let me tell you that | have nothing against transgender people. | strongly support that people should be who they are. 
| worked at a transgender clinic for many years and worked alongside people at all stages of their transition. | Know what a personal and delicate journey this can be. | am all for supporting anyone going 
through any difficult situations in their lives. | don't think you are going about this in an appropriate way though. | don't think transgender people want it highlighted that they are different than anyone else and 
that is what you are doing here. You are highlighting the fact that they are different in some way shape or form and because of this they should be treated differently. | think this concept is wrong. The goal 
is equality here. No one should be different from anybody else, and you should not be highlighting that anyone is different for any reason. | am against this way of thought and this way of teaching. | feel it is 
discriminatory and threatens the emotional and intellectual well-being of these children in your classroom. | am curious to know how the other parents are feeling about your lesson this week. | would love to 
hear any feedback that you have received from other parents because recognizing bias in the education system really helps us as parents in advocating for a balanced approach that respects the 
developmental stages of children while also promoting inclusivity and understanding. | am happy to collaborate with other parents that may feel the same way that | do, or if anyone that ‘wants support in 
discussing this topic more. Let me know. 

Thank you, 
Kim 
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Sent from Yahoo Wail for iPhone 

  

On Monday, November 4, 2024, 1-12'P8, Gould, Feinces <gould@acsil wrote: 

Hi Kim, 

For your reference: ° 

They He She Me: Free to be! by Maya and Matthew 
Bodies are Cool by Tyler Feder 
It Feels Good to Be Yourself by Theresa Thom 
Julian is A Mermaid by Jessica Love 
Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton 
Sparkle Boy by Leslea Newman 
Fred Gets Dressed by Peter Brown 

Kindly, 

Franny 
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