Al ACSD

Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue Middlebury, VT 05753 P. 802-382-1274 F.802-388-0024 Business Office 802-382-1274 Student Services 802-382-1287

December 11, 2024

Marina Brown
catskillmarina@gmail.com

Dear Marina,

Your public records request, received on 12/9/24, to view all documents pertainihg to
book challenges between 8/26/24 and the present has been compiled and is enclosed.

All student names have been redacted to comply with FERPA.
Please let us know if there is anything else you need.

Sincerely,

Mvéffﬁ,ﬂwéy

Wendy K. Baker, Ed.D
ACSD Superintendent
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From: Paige Quesnel <quesnelpaige@yahoo.com>
Sent: 12/9/2024 6:31:07 AM

To: "Baker, Wendy" <wbaker@acsdvt.org>

Ce: C

Subject: Re: Fw: Reconsideration Request Follow Up

Attachments: IMG_0510.jpeg
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Re: Elias noos &
® Gould, Frances 10 44 am : “ .
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Hi Stacee,

So far we've read Bodies are Cool and They She He Me In
Bodies are Cool (on the page | showed you) there is an
iflustration of two nude babies. The kids named the body parts
(essentially two little tnangles) We talked about how naked
babies are NOT the same as naked adults and you and your

tamily are in charge of your clo I, when, where and—__
with who ) _ - A

Here is the list of books I'll use for the next few weeks There
are more books centering on diversity throughout the rest of

the year but these are the ones upcoming
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P S. Our school library and the ilisiey have copies of Bodies ate

Cool {(and most of these others) if you'd fike to check them
out. 1)
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Gn Friday, Dacember §, 2024, 5:33 PM; Baker, Wendy <WhaKer@atslvt.ipg> wittsi

Hi Paige,

>
I san assure you there is no lenger a peed to read the books aleud 1A class - Lhe URit is
SYEY .

T Isek forward to mesting you before pov long, and lesking inte ths mabtter in the meantime.
please let me know 1f you have any additiondl guwestiotns,
Werndy

on Thi, Deg 5: 2024 &t 2:24BM Palge Quesnel sgussne O Wreted

Good afternoon,

Reaching owt as I undevstasd that thewe ls nothing that T cen de bo ensure that beacher is ngt
reading these BooKE Lo By daUghlLer?

I'm Koping T an understanding lnsorvectiy as this is my okild and feels Tike this is against my
parental rights.

1 was informed by this particular teacher she will be teaching this all year.

IF this is the case I wouwld like to take astien immediabely en switehing my daughtexr to a
different teacher as those A¥e my parental righis.

Thank yail.

on Thursday, Decsmber &, 2024, 1:23 PM, Baker, Wendy <ubak

Lg> wWrakes
Gowd Aftermooy, Paige -+

THe procedures oswtlined in Polipy D23 sutlime the process of an appeal at the
Superintendent.’s level as follows:

Your email lets me know that you would like to appeal the decision of the committee, and your request is within the 30 day
timeframe.

| will begin by reviewing the materials themselves, the committee's explanation behind their recommendations, and
relevant policy materials. A hearing with you will take place after I've had the opportunity to review all of the
communication and materials related to this matter. | have copied Darcie Arensmeyer, Executive Assistant to the
Superintendent's Office, so that she can begin the process of scheduling an appeal hearing to take place either the week
prior to holiday break or right after we return.

Although student access to challenged instructional materials is not limited during the appeal process, | understand the
unit of which they were a part has come to a close.

Let us know if you have any other questions. I look forward to meeting you as soon as we can find time after I've had a
chance to review the materials in the case so far.

-Wendy

On Thu, Dec 5, 2024 at 11:52AM Paige Quesnel <guesnelpaige@yahoo.com> wrote:

I would like this appealed and I would like to ensure that my daughter will not be
exposed to these books. What are the steps I need to take? ' '
Thank you

3ent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

Jen <Jjkravitz@acsdvt.org> wrote:

ACSD procedure



Jen XKravitz (she/her)

Principal

Mary Hogan Schoul

B02.382.141%
Ak .

AN Ty
vanil, @d.:sog Rlgbee ang TrRoemzy At

" .
!
‘, e
%
e
XTI RN
Teal!l s o myrartcz _1gh o o0 1 Ll Aot -
%
=
5
: 4
=
* k]
. _ . .
=
® . =
N ® .
®
B
=
, «
. = =
“ B =
B
" -
& ] . %
# !
, .
!
é
& B
& " = 4
" |
B " ] e
* = = |
. s
% = R
i
|
= s



a
3
1




TO:

Dr. Wendy Baker, Superintendent

FROM: Jen Kravitz, Principal on behalf of Reconsideration Committee (listed below)

RE:
DATE:

CC:

Instructional Materials Review - Committee Recommendation
December 5, 2024

Frances Gould, Kindergarten Teacher

Request for Reconsideration

On 11/6/24, | received a Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials from Parent 1
following our ACSD procedure. On 11/12/24, | received a Reguest for Reconsideration of

Instructional Materials from Parent 2 following our ACSD procedure. Both requests referenced 7

books:

They He She Me: Free to Be! - Maya and Matthew
Bodies Are Cool - Tyler Feder

It Feels Good to Be Yourself - Theresa Thorn
Julidn Is g Mermaid - Jessica Love

Introducing Teddy - Jessica Walton

Sparkle Boy - Leslea Newman

Fred Gets Dressed - Peter Brown

Parent 1’'s complaint spoke generally to these books being inappropriate to be taught in
kindergarten. The parent’s rationale included:

The students are too young to understand these complex issues. They may be confused
or be emotionally impacted.

This should be taught at home.

It goes against her values and beliefs

It highlights differences and people who are transgender don’t want to stand out.

Parent 2’s complaint initially stated that the child was too young for the books. The parent later
clarified concerns about specific books including: ' '

They He She Me: Free to Be! - The book does not align with the family’s religious beliefs
and causes the child to be confused. The book addresses topics that parents should
address at home.

Bodies Are Cool - The book includes 2 babies that do not have clothes on.

It Feels Good to Be Yourself - The book does not align with the family’s religious beliefs.
Julidn Is @ Mermaid - The book shows “doing this stuff” is different when it is just normal
imagination and that it is okay to follow in other people’s shoes:

Introducing Teddy - The book does not align with the family’s religious beliefs.

Sparkle Boy - The book shows children if they have an imagination they will be bullied.
Fred Gets Dressed : This book is confusing to 5 year olds.




Commiittee Mu’ke-ﬂp ’
According to ACSD procedure. | built a comiittee 1o réview these and assembied context
information belaw ﬁ}r the {:Qmmrttee to review. Committee members include:
1. Principal
o Jen Kravitz, Mary Hogan Principal
2. Tescher:
o Elizabeth Thacker, 2nd Grade Teacher & parent of 2 Mary Hogan students
{kindergarten and 3rd grade}
3. Curriculum Leader or other educator:
o Heather Gebo - ACSD Literacy Coordinator
o Becky Harrell - Mary Hogan School Nurse "
4. Family me . student, and/or community representative:
o Meg Baker - community member and parent of 3 Mary Hogan alumni, former
Addison County universal preschool coordinator
o Emily Lambert - parent of 2 Mary Hogan students [kindergarten and 3rd grade);
former director of Bridge Schopl Beginners Preschool
Losson Content
T he seven baraks were included as instructional materials within the Who We Are
it of inquiry for Kindergarten. Thi is “An Inquiry into the nature of the self;
bein@fs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships
rhili iends, ¢ = ures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to
,be hu_mam. Learning goals from thrs unit include:
e Line of Inquiry 1:
o | cantell about my family and a community | belong to.
o Line of Inquiry 2:
o | canshare my perspective with anothet person about my thoughts and feelings.

o |canactively listen to another person as they share their thotights and feehngs
¢ Line of Inquiry 3:
o | can express beliefs and values about home, my neighberhoed and/or
community. :
o |can respect differences and similarities among people.
¢ Line of Inquiry 4:
o |can manage my feelings in social situations and express how actions affect
others.

. The teacher groups read-alouds by author, concept, or other similar groupings. She reads the







