Al ACSD

Addison Central School District

49 Charles Avenue Middlebury, VT 05753 P. 802-382-1274 F.802-388-0024 Business Office 802-382-1274 Student Services 802-382-1287

December 11, 2024

Marina Brown
catskillmarina@gmail.com

Dear Marina,

Your public records request, received on 12/9/24, to view all documents pertainihg to
book challenges between 8/26/24 and the present has been compiled and is enclosed.

All student names have been redacted to comply with FERPA.
Please let us know if there is anything else you need.

Sincerely,

Mvéffﬁ,ﬂwéy

Wendy K. Baker, Ed.D
ACSD Superintendent
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From: Paige Quesnel <quesnelpaige@yahoo.com>
Sent: 12/9/2024 6:31:07 AM

To: "Baker, Wendy" <wbaker@acsdvt.org>

Ce: C

Subject: Re: Fw: Reconsideration Request Follow Up

Attachments: IMG_0510.jpeg
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Re: Elias noos &
® Gould, Frances 10 44 am : “ .
to me v | | y

Hi Stacee,

So far we've read Bodies are Cool and They She He Me In
Bodies are Cool (on the page | showed you) there is an
iflustration of two nude babies. The kids named the body parts
(essentially two little tnangles) We talked about how naked
babies are NOT the same as naked adults and you and your

tamily are in charge of your clo I, when, where and—__
with who ) _ - A

Here is the list of books I'll use for the next few weeks There
are more books centering on diversity throughout the rest of

the year but these are the ones upcoming
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P S. Our school library and the ilisiey have copies of Bodies ate

Cool {(and most of these others) if you'd fike to check them
out. 1)
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Gn Friday, Dacember §, 2024, 5:33 PM; Baker, Wendy <WhaKer@atslvt.ipg> wittsi

Hi Paige,

>
I san assure you there is no lenger a peed to read the books aleud 1A class - Lhe URit is
SYEY .

T Isek forward to mesting you before pov long, and lesking inte ths mabtter in the meantime.
please let me know 1f you have any additiondl guwestiotns,
Werndy

on Thi, Deg 5: 2024 &t 2:24BM Palge Quesnel sgussne O Wreted

Good afternoon,

Reaching owt as I undevstasd that thewe ls nothing that T cen de bo ensure that beacher is ngt
reading these BooKE Lo By daUghlLer?

I'm Koping T an understanding lnsorvectiy as this is my okild and feels Tike this is against my
parental rights.

1 was informed by this particular teacher she will be teaching this all year.

IF this is the case I wouwld like to take astien immediabely en switehing my daughtexr to a
different teacher as those A¥e my parental righis.

Thank yail.

on Thursday, Decsmber &, 2024, 1:23 PM, Baker, Wendy <ubak

Lg> wWrakes
Gowd Aftermooy, Paige -+

THe procedures oswtlined in Polipy D23 sutlime the process of an appeal at the
Superintendent.’s level as follows:

Your email lets me know that you would like to appeal the decision of the committee, and your request is within the 30 day
timeframe.

| will begin by reviewing the materials themselves, the committee's explanation behind their recommendations, and
relevant policy materials. A hearing with you will take place after I've had the opportunity to review all of the
communication and materials related to this matter. | have copied Darcie Arensmeyer, Executive Assistant to the
Superintendent's Office, so that she can begin the process of scheduling an appeal hearing to take place either the week
prior to holiday break or right after we return.

Although student access to challenged instructional materials is not limited during the appeal process, | understand the
unit of which they were a part has come to a close.

Let us know if you have any other questions. I look forward to meeting you as soon as we can find time after I've had a
chance to review the materials in the case so far.

-Wendy

On Thu, Dec 5, 2024 at 11:52AM Paige Quesnel <guesnelpaige@yahoo.com> wrote:

I would like this appealed and I would like to ensure that my daughter will not be
exposed to these books. What are the steps I need to take? ' '
Thank you

3ent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

Jen <Jjkravitz@acsdvt.org> wrote:

ACSD procedure



Jen XKravitz (she/her)

Principal

Mary Hogan Schoul
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TO:

Dr. Wendy Baker, Superintendent

FROM: Jen Kravitz, Principal on behalf of Reconsideration Committee (listed below)

RE:
DATE:

CC:

Instructional Materials Review - Committee Recommendation
December 5, 2024

Frances Gould, Kindergarten Teacher

Request for Reconsideration

On 11/6/24, | received a Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials from Parent 1
following our ACSD procedure. On 11/12/24, | received a Reguest for Reconsideration of

Instructional Materials from Parent 2 following our ACSD procedure. Both requests referenced 7

books:

They He She Me: Free to Be! - Maya and Matthew
Bodies Are Cool - Tyler Feder

It Feels Good to Be Yourself - Theresa Thorn
Julidn Is g Mermaid - Jessica Love

Introducing Teddy - Jessica Walton

Sparkle Boy - Leslea Newman

Fred Gets Dressed - Peter Brown

Parent 1’'s complaint spoke generally to these books being inappropriate to be taught in
kindergarten. The parent’s rationale included:

The students are too young to understand these complex issues. They may be confused
or be emotionally impacted.

This should be taught at home.

It goes against her values and beliefs

It highlights differences and people who are transgender don’t want to stand out.

Parent 2’s complaint initially stated that the child was too young for the books. The parent later
clarified concerns about specific books including: ' '

They He She Me: Free to Be! - The book does not align with the family’s religious beliefs
and causes the child to be confused. The book addresses topics that parents should
address at home.

Bodies Are Cool - The book includes 2 babies that do not have clothes on.

It Feels Good to Be Yourself - The book does not align with the family’s religious beliefs.
Julidn Is @ Mermaid - The book shows “doing this stuff” is different when it is just normal
imagination and that it is okay to follow in other people’s shoes:

Introducing Teddy - The book does not align with the family’s religious beliefs.

Sparkle Boy - The book shows children if they have an imagination they will be bullied.
Fred Gets Dressed : This book is confusing to 5 year olds.




Commiittee Mu’ke-ﬂp ’
According to ACSD procedure. | built a comiittee 1o réview these and assembied context
information belaw ﬁ}r the {:Qmmrttee to review. Committee members include:
1. Principal
o Jen Kravitz, Mary Hogan Principal
2. Tescher:
o Elizabeth Thacker, 2nd Grade Teacher & parent of 2 Mary Hogan students
{kindergarten and 3rd grade}
3. Curriculum Leader or other educator:
o Heather Gebo - ACSD Literacy Coordinator
o Becky Harrell - Mary Hogan School Nurse "
4. Family me . student, and/or community representative:
o Meg Baker - community member and parent of 3 Mary Hogan alumni, former
Addison County universal preschool coordinator
o Emily Lambert - parent of 2 Mary Hogan students [kindergarten and 3rd grade);
former director of Bridge Schopl Beginners Preschool
Losson Content
T he seven baraks were included as instructional materials within the Who We Are
it of inquiry for Kindergarten. Thi is “An Inquiry into the nature of the self;
bein@fs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships
rhili iends, ¢ = ures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to
,be hu_mam. Learning goals from thrs unit include:
e Line of Inquiry 1:
o | cantell about my family and a community | belong to.
o Line of Inquiry 2:
o | canshare my perspective with anothet person about my thoughts and feelings.

o |canactively listen to another person as they share their thotights and feehngs
¢ Line of Inquiry 3:
o | can express beliefs and values about home, my neighberhoed and/or
community. :
o |can respect differences and similarities among people.
¢ Line of Inquiry 4:
o |can manage my feelings in social situations and express how actions affect
others.

. The teacher groups read-alouds by author, concept, or other similar groupings. She reads the




books to the students after recess and before quiet time. After reading, the teacher will ask if
there are any guestions. When there are guestions, the teacher cften answers with a probing
fjuestion or “Why do you think that?” The boaks are read along with other books, such as /ts
Okay to Be Different by Todd Parr. They He She Me: Free to be! by Maya and Matthew is not
read in its entirety, but only to the page that has *we” as the pronouns. The pages that contain
information about pronouns are not read.

Background on Texts Reviewed by Committee
e They He She Me: Free to Be! - Maya and Matthew
o Reviews on Tidepool, platform used by Julie Altemose when purchasing library
books
e Bodies Are Cool - Tyler Feder
o Common Sense Media Parents' Guide
o Reviews on Tidepool, platform used by Julie Altemose when purchasing library
books
e i Feels Good to Be Yourself - Theresa Thorn
e} ommon Sense Media Parents” Guide
o Reviews on Tidepool, platform used by Julie Altemose when purchasing library
books
e Julign Is a Mermuaid - Jessica Love
e Common Sense Media Parents” Guide

o Reviews on Tidepool, platform used by Julie Altemose when purchasing library
books

o 2019-2020 Vermont Red Clover Book Award Nominee
o 2019 - Stonewall Book Awards

e Infroducing Teddy - Jessica Walton
o Common Sense Media Parents’ Gui
o Reviews on Tidepool, platform used by Julie Altemose'when purchasing lfb,rary

books

e Sparkle Boy - Lesléa Newman

Common Sense Media Parents’ Guide

Kirkus Review ‘

Finalist, International School of Beijing Panda Book Awards, 2019-2020

Bank Strget College of Education Best Beoks of the Year List, 2018

Honor Book, Bank Street Center for Children’s Literature Irma Black Award, 2018

o Storytelling World Resource Award Honors Title, 2018
® Fred Gets Dressed - Peter Brown
< Reviews on Tidepool, platform used by Julie Altemose when purchasing library

books

c o o g ¢




Relevant ACSD Policies, Procedures, Documents Reviewed by Committee

ACSD Mission Statement

ACSD Vision Statement

ACSD Policy D23 - Selection of Instructional Materials

Procedure Related to and Supporting the ACSD Selection of Instructional Materials Policy
ACSD Policy €29 - Equity Policy

ACSD Strategic Plan

Relevant District, State, National Standards/Guiding Documents Reviewed by
Committee

Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS)
16 V.S.A. 8131 defines Comprehensive Health Education in Vermont
Education Quality Standards
o 2017 Education Quality Standards {(starting on p. 7}
o 2023 Education Quality Standards - going into effect in summer 2025 (starting on
p. 12)
Health Education Curriculum Analysis Tool (2021)

Commion Core State Standards - Literacy standards for kindergarten

Relevant IB Documents Reviewed by Committee

IB Mission Statement

IB Learner Profile

Program Standards and Practices

ACSD Kindergarten Who We Are unit description on Toddle
Who We Are Unit Descriptor

Resedarch from other Organizations Reviewed by Committee

National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) - Vatious academic

articles and books, including Understandmg and Supporting Gender DlverSIty and ldentity
in Preschool

Responsive Classroom - Yardsticks

Book reviews from sources used by our librarian to determine book relevance and
approptriateness

Guidance from the American Academy of Pediatrics on gender identity and development

Recommendaﬂons by the Committee
The committee reviewed the books individually, as determined by ACSD Policy D23 s associated




procedure. We considered each book in the context of all of the resources listed above and
beyond this list. As we made decisions, we also considered the developrnental appropriateness
of the book, positive reviews, and links to the curriculum,

They He She Me: Free to Be! - Maya and Matthew
The committee recommends that They He She Me: Free to Be! remain in use as an instructional
material with kindergarten students.

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards and early literacy
development of sight words, the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit
description, IB Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), as
well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom (Yordsticks)
guidance.

Bodies Are Cool - Tyler Feder
The committee recommends that Bodies Are Cool remain in use as an instructional material with
kindergarten students.

We believe this recommendation alighs with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Education
Quality Standards (2017, 2023}, Health Education Curriculum Analysis Tool (HECAT), the ACSD
Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit description, IB Program Standards and
Practices, VELS, as well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom
(Yardsticks) guidance. ’

It Feels Good to Be Yourself - Theresa Thorn )
The committee recommends that it Feels Good to Be Yourself remain in use as an instructional

material with kindergarten students.

We believe this recammendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Education
Quality Standards (2017, 2023), HECAT, the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We
Are unit description, IB Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards
{VELS), as well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom ‘
(Yordsticks) guidance.

Julidn Is a Mermaid - Jessica Love
The committee recommends that Julidn Is @ Mermaid remain in use as an instructional material
with kindergarten students. o

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Education -

L3




Quality Standards (2017, 2023), the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit
description; IB Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), as
well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom {Yardsticks)
guidance, It has been recognized as & Red Clover Book and has been used as an all school
read-aloud at Mary Hogan before.

%

Introducing Teddy - Jessica Walton
The commitiee recommends that Infroducing Teddy remain in use as an instructional material
with kindergarten students.

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Education
Quality Standatds (2017, 2023), the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit
description, IB Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), as
well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom (Yardsticks)
guidance.

Sparkle Boy ~ Lesléa Newman
The committee recommends that Sparkle Boy remain in use as an instructional miaterial with
kindergarten students.

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Edtication
Quality Standards (2017, 2023), the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Who We Are unit
description, 1B Program Standards and Practices, Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), as
well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive Classroom {Yardsticks)
guidance, This book has been nominated for and received literary awards.

Fred Gets Dressed - Peter Brown
The committes recommends that Fred Gets Dressed rémain in Use s an instructional material
with kindergarten students. '

We believe this recommendation aligns with Common Core State Standards, Vermont Education
Quality Standards (2017, 2023), the ACSD Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, Vérmont Early
Learning Standards (VELS), as well as NAEYC, American Academy of Pediatrics, and Responsive
Classroom (Yardsticks) guidance. -

Conclusion
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and hearing diverse perspectives is a central component of this unit, Sharing read-alouds and
holding conversations at morning meetings are central to exposing children to diverse
perspectw&s withifs their classroom and the broader commurnity. The unitis linked 1o the 1B
_earner Profile attributes of open-minded, knowledgeable, and communicators:

Alf the books that were used were reviewed by reputable sources such as CommonSense Media,
Booklist, Hotn Book, Kirkus Reviews, Publishers Weekly, and the Schodl Library Journal. At least
three are award nominees or winners from prominent lists, including the American Libraty
Association and Vermont Department of Libraries Red Claver lists, All are reviewed for age
ranges that include 5 year olds in kindergarten. All were favorably reviewed and determined to
be quality literature for children.

Given the ACSD policy and procedure, the Educational Quality Standards, Vermont Early Learning
Standards, guidance from the American Acadermy of Pediatrics, NAEYC, and reviews of the books

for age appropriateness and quality allowed us to make our recommendations.

The committee recommends that all books can continue to be used as instructional material with
Kindergarten students. In alignment with the D23 Procedure and a teacher’s knowledge of their
students, the teacher may choose to use one or more of the books in their teaching. They may
choose to read them within the Who We Are unit. They may also choose to read them throeughout
the year.

The scope of the committee was specific to the use of the books as instructional materials in
kindergarten. The recommendations should not be taken as limiting the books as instructional
materials to kindergarten, as they may be appropriate to other grades. Teachers should use the
D23 Policy and Procedure as well as their professional judgement to determ ine 1 the books are
appropriate instructional materials for these other grades..




Communication with Parents
The following message will be sent ts@ the parent who filed the Reguest for Reconsideration of
Instructional Materials. N

Dear

In Nevember, | received your Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials. In that form,
you shared your concerns about seven books read in your child's kindergarten class..

A procedure, | gathered a committee ta review the seven b@@kﬁ The wmmittge
mduded a Mary‘Hogan te:aahar’ a Mary Hn:gan‘ | mﬁi L e,

vef ont Early Leat
Practices, I:mok rewews frd.,

Priticipal, Mary Hogan School
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«  3resolved

Suggestions
‘ Hoather Gabo + 5:55 M Dec 2 [EST;
Replace: ernam’with remeing”

. Heather Gebo - 356 M Dec2 EST) @D
Accepted suggestion

Reply Open

b Heather Gebo »8:55AM Dec 2 (EST)
Add: 5"

‘ Heather Gebo » .56V, Dec2 (EST) (D)
Accepted suggestion

Reply Open

‘ Hoather Gebo +8'55 A, Dec 2 (EST) QU
Delete: “reman’

Heather Gebo - 857 A Dec 2 £ST) (T
Accepted suggestion

Reply Open

Guogle L.C. 1600 Amphitreatrs Parkway, Mountair View, CA 94043, USA
You rgve raceived his email bacause you are 3 oarlicipart n the updatet itlems oF Sutiscribea to notificatons on Report to the Superintendent - 12/5/24. Google
Change what Google sends you. You cannct replyio this email,
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Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Form

ACSD has delegated the responsibility for selection and evaluation of instructional resources to the
classroom teacher and grade-level teaching team or department, and has established reconsideration
procedures to address concerns about those resources. Completion of this form is the first step in
reconsideration procedures. If you wish to request reconsideration of an instructional resource, please

return the completed form to the School Principal.

Today's date: 1|;i7-]7-"4 . . ‘
e Guesne] #Q};%AQUQSMQ

Name:

Address._

City:Mid&‘;QW;;éte; \}T o Zip Code: @6‘) 5?)
Phone #: B~ %’qu—(o ‘-{ b2
Email QUQS(\Q;\‘DQ;O} oo xﬁoﬁhoo, Cow

Resource on which you are commenting:

__ N Book _____Magazine
___ Textbook ____ Display
______Video Recording ~___Library Program
_____ Audio Recording ___ Newspaper

Electronic information/network (please specify)
______ Ofther

Title of Instructional Resource; 5" g €S O CDO\H
ey He Sne R \o'ﬁ’ %Oétu\@m-*c\ Ivehveducin
W Feels qood TO e LpurSeIE Julan 15 N0 Tedd )
Author/Producer: “S\)&\"\L\ ry bD\,’HJ\ r{o\ %—@S &TQSSQC\ V)

What brought this resource to your attention?
Ms. 'FYo.m'\ul emailed ™M
To what extent have you examined, watched, or read the resource?
A Dooks Vo ead
What concerns you about the resource? (use other side or adc{iti\'onai pages if necessary)
My davghter S o v\cumﬁ\. -
Are there resourbe(s) you might suggest to provide additional information and/or other viewpoints on

this topic? S\(\DU\d Y\U_\/ \OQ \\“r\ SC,\{\DO\
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< Request for Reconsideration o...

Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Form

ACSD has delegated the responsibility for selection and evaluation of instructional resources to the
classroom teacher and grade-level teaching team or department, and has established
reconsideration procedures to address concerns about those resources. Completion of this form is
the first step in reconsideration procedures. If you wish to request reconsideration of an instructional
resource, please return the completed form to the School Principal.

Today’s date: ~ 11/06/2024

Name: Kimberly Richards

City: Middlebury State: VT Zip Code: 05753

Phone #: 802-236-4086

Email: Kimberly_17_99@yahoo.com

Resource on which you are commenting:

X Book Magazine
Textbook Display
Video Recording Library Program
Audio Recording Newspaper
Electronic information/network (please specify)
Other They He She Me: Free to be! by Maya and Matthew
Bodies are Cool by Tyler Feder
Title of Instructional Resource: It Feels Good to Be Yourself by Theresa Thorn

Julian is A Mermaid by Jessica Love

_ Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton
Author/Producer: Sparkle Boy by Leslea Newman

What brought this resource to your attention? Frad Geta Dresand by Feter Brown

This lesson is not appropriate for kindergarten age children

To what extent have you examined, watched, or read the resource?
I've read them and examined them all ,
|

What concerns you about the resource? (use other side or additional pages if necessary)
:This is is not an age appropriate lesson and goes against our beliefs and values as a community as far aswhe
should be taught in kindergarten. It is a complex and difficult to grasp concept that is beyond this age group. It
opens up conversations that we are not ready to have at home with our children. It disregards these children’s
developmental stage and threatens their emotional and intellectual well being by trying to understand a concej
that is beyond what they are ready to learn. You are pointing out differences in these books and putting childre
into groups with labels on them and saying look at them they are different so you must be empathetic and tréa -
them differently. Most of the people in the books are dark skinned and you are pointing out how different that ic .

—

I,' b



Are there resource(s) you might suggest to provide additional information and/or other viewpeints on
this topic?

%
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Dear Ms. Richards,

On'Wednesday 11/6/2024, | received yourrsquest for reconsideration of instructional materials: for the books listed below:
» TheyHe She Me: Free to bel -Maya and Matthew
. Bodies Are = Tyler Feder
» It FeelsGood to Be Yourself - Theresa Thormn
o Julian Isa Méemiaid- Jessica Love
o Infrodicing Teddy - Jessica Walton
« Sparklie Boy - Leslea Newrnan:
« Fred Gets Dressed - Peter Brown
The procedure states that these should be listed on separate forms;however., since the books were shared with you as a group by the classroom
teacher as:a urit; ene formis sufficient to this end,

The provedure asks for your signature on the request for reconsideration form. I do:not have that. For.now, [ amconsidefifig your name on the emall
yiou sent with the foknito: be yolrsighatire. However, please resend the form with-your signatire, or come irr and sign the wersion | printed. ldeally,
this would happen by 11718/24. Thank you for yaur help with this detail; it is important that the full procedure is follewed by all.

The next step inthe procedire is for the committes to review the materials. This committes will make a decision with:recommendations by 12/6/2024
and be'in touch with you by-that date. o

Please Tef me know if you have questions regarding the procedure or policy.
Regards,
den Kravitz




< Request for Reconsideration o...

Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Form

ACSD has delegated the responsibility for selection and evaluation of instructional resources to the
classroom teacher and grade-level teaching team or department, and has established
reconsideration procedures to address concerns about those resources. Completion of this form is
the first step in reconsideration procedures. If you wish to request reconsideration of an instructional
resource, please return the completed form to the School Principal.

Today's date: ~ 11/06/2024

Name: Kimberly Richards

City: Middlebury State: VT Zip Code: 05753
Phone #: 802-236-4086

Email: Kimberly_17_99@yahoo.com

Resource on which you are commenting:

X Book Magazine
Textbook Display
Video Recording Library Program
Audio Recording Newspaper
Electronic information/network (please specify)
Other They He She Me: Free to be! by Maya and Matthew
Bodies are Cool by Tyler Feder
Title of Instructional Resource: It Feels Good to Be Yourself by Theresa Thorn

Julian is A Mermaid by Jessica Love
. Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton
Author/Producer: Sparkle Boy by Leslea Newman .

What brought this resource to your attention? Fred Gets Dressed by Peter Brown

This lesson is not appropriate for kindergarten age children

~To what extent have you examined, watched, or read the resource?
I've read them and examined them all

What concerns you about the resource? (use other side or additional pages if necessary)

‘This is is not an age appropriate lesson and goes against our beliefs and values as a community as far as whe

should be taught in kindergarten. It is a complex and difficult to grasp concept that is beyond this age group. It
opens up conversations that we are not ready to have at home with our children. It disregards these children’s
developmental stage and threatens their emotional and intellectual well being by trying to understand a concej
that is beyond what they are ready to learn. You are pointing out differences in these books and putting childre
into groups with labels on them and saying look at them they are different so you must be empathetic and trea - |
them differently. Most of the people in the books are dark skinned and you are pointing out how different that-i "
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< Request for Reconsideration o...

Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials Form

ACSD has delegated the responsibility for selection and evaluation of instructional resources to the
classroom teacher and grade-level teaching team or department, and has established
reconsideration procedures to address concerns about those resources. Completion of this form is
the first step in reconsideration procedures. If you wish to request reconsideration of an instructional
resource, please return the completed form to the School Principal.

Today’s date: ~ 11/06/2024

Name: Kimberly Richards

pscres {

City: Middlebury State: VT Zip Code: 05753

Phone #: 802-236-4086

Email: Kimberly_17_99@yahoo.com

Resource on which you are commenting:

X Book Magazine
Textbook Display
Video Recording Library Program
Audio Recording Newspaper
Electronic information/network (please specify)
Other They He She Me: Free to be! by Maya and Matthew
Bodies are Cool by Tyler Feder
Title of Instructional Resource: It Feels Good to Be Yourself by Theresa Thorn

Julian is A Mermaid by Jessica Love

_ Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton
Author/Producer: Sparkle Boy by Leslea Newman

What brought this resource to your attention? Fres Giets Dreased oy Peter‘B.rown

This lesson is not appropriate for kindergarten age children
“To what extent have you examined, watched, or read the resource?
I've read them and examined them all

. What concerns you about the resource? (use other side or additional pages if necessary)
‘This is is not an age appropriate lesson and goes against our beliefs and values as a community as far as whe
should be taught in kindergarten. It is a complex and difficult to grasp concept that is beyond this age group. It
opens up conversations that we are not ready to have at home with our children. It disregards these children’s
developmental stage and threatens their emotional and intellectual well being by trying to understand a concej
that is beyond what they are ready to learn. You are pointing out differences in these books and putting childre
into groups with labels on them and saying look at them they are different so you must be empathetic and trea  *
them differently. Most of the people in the books are dark skinned and you are pointing out how different that i.. i|




Are there resource(s) you might suggest to provide additional information and/or other viewpoints on
this topic?

Please see additional emails sent to and from Frances Gould, and Jen Kravitz for further
explanation on why | object.

Thank you,
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From: kirﬂl@erly richards <kimberly 17_Y¥9€yahoe . gom>
G244 5:48:87 AM
5" wfgouldfaeedvr.ares, "Jen Keavits® <jk

avitzfacsdvt corgy, "Wendy Baker® <whakerlavsdvt.orgy

Great, CC whoever you would like, and | will do the same here. This is really too bad because | know that my daughter loves school and loves leaming. It is never a goal in this household to opt out of any
sort of valuable education but unfortunately you have forced a lesson upon these children that is crossing a boundary and coinciding with our personal beliefs and values as a family and as a community.
You have made no other accommodations for my child when asked so you are refusing her an education at this point. These are not topics that we teach to five- and six-year-old children. | know at least for
my daughter, that this is beyond what she can comprehend at this time. Your choice of what to teach my daughter and how you went about it in such a conniving way without my permission is extremely
conceming to me. | have lost trust in you as an educator, and I've lost trust in the school system for allowing this content to be part of kindergarten education. While | appreciate the school's values of
supporting diversity, respect, inclusivity, and empathy, | feel that by bringing in such an intricate topic at such a young age, you hawe totally disregarded these children's developmental stage, which could
impact their emotional well-being by presenting these ideas that they are not prepared to fully understand. You are completely bias in this situation to assume that every child and parent would feel at ease
and prepared to talk about gender identity at such an early age. If your lesson plans continue to expose my daughter to inappropriate, unnecessary, bias, or controwersial content, then | want to opt my
daughter out of being in your classroom altogether because you do not have my daughter's best interest in mind here. In fact, | would like a copy of all the literature you will be using ahead of time so | can
read it and decide if it is appropriate for my child.

You are teaching a lesson this week called who we are. One of the main points you are trying to prove in your lesson is that everyone should be included, right? But my daughter has not been in school all
week because you have chosen to teach a lesson that goes against what we stand for. Let me tell you that | have nothing against transgender people. | strongly support that people should be who they are.
| worked at a transgender clinic for many years and worked alongside people at all stages of their transition. | know what a personal and delicate journey this can be. | am all for supporting anyone going
through any difficult situations in their lives. | don't think you are going about this in an appropriate way though. | don't think transgender people want it highlighted that they are different than anyone else and
that is what you are doing here. You are highlighting the fact that they are different in some way shape or form and because of this they should be treated differently. | think this concept is wrong. The goal
is equality here. No one should be different from anybody else, and you should not be highlighting that anyone is different for any reason. | am against this way of thought and this way of teaching. | feel it is
discriminatory and threatens the emotional and intellectual well-being of these children in your classroom. | am curious to know how the other parents are feeling about your lesson this week. | would lowe to
hear any feedback that you have received from other parents because recognizing bias in the education system really helps us as parents in advocating for a balanced approach that respects the
developmental stages of children while also promoting inclusivity and understanding. | am happy to collaborate with other parents that may feel the same way that | do, or if anyone that wants support in
discussing this topic more. Let me know.

Thank you,
Kim

On Tuesday, Novembe <fgould@acsau.

Hi Kim,

Jen because she'll know for surs.

Tris is a goed question. To my knowledge students do not have an opticn to opt out of currculum but I'm

rds <kimberly_17_99@yahoo.com>

earchones on wh

my child exposed to e SpCKE

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

Onbonday, Movernber 4, 2024, 112784 Gould. Franoss o
Hi Kim,
For your reference:

f

They He She Me: o bel by Maya and Matthew
Bodies are Cool by Tyler Feder

It Feels Good to Be Yourself by Theresa Thom
Julian is A Mermaid by Jessica Love

Introducing Teddy by Jessica Walton

Sparkle Boy by Leslea Newman

Fred Gets Dressed by Peter Brown

Kindly,

Franny

amaiy Education Rights and Prsvacy Act«

the message w




